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and I have seen a criticism on it by HEINE, of which
any writer might be justly proud. Yet all this does
not prevent me from being conscious that it would
have been better if a subject so essentially psycho-
logical had been treated at a more mature period of
life.

I had commenced 'Alroy' the year after my first
publication, and had thrown the manuscript aside.
Being at Jerusalem in the year 1831, and visiting the
traditionary tombs of the kings, my thoughts recurred
to the marvellous career which had attracted my boy-
hood, and I shortly after finished a work which I began
the year after I wrote VIVIAN GREY.

What my opinion was of that my first work, written
in 1826, was shown by my publishing my second anony-
mously. Books written by boys, which pretend to give
a picture of manners and to deal in knowledge of human
nature, must be affected. They can be, at the best, but
the results of imagination acting on knowledge not ac-
quired by experience. Of such circumstances exaggera-
tion is a necessary consequence, and false taste accom-
panies exaggeration. Nor is it necessary to remark
that a total want of art must be observed in such
pages, for that is a failing incident to all first efforts.
* Vivian Grey' is essentially a puerile work, but it has
baffled even the efforts of its creator to suppress it. Its
fate has been strange ; and not the least remarkable
thing is3 that forty-four years after its first publication,
1 must ask the indulgence of the reader for its con-
tinued and inevitable re-appearance.
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